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LAS VEGAS: a large observational study examining standard adult peri-operative ventilation practice and resulting post-
operative pulmonary complications. Taking a snapshot of normal clinical practice over a one week period worldwide in 
March 2013.  
 
All patients who were definitely or possibly undergoing a general anaesthetic requiring intra-operative ventilation during the 
week were approached to consent to participate in the study. The original target was 80-100 patients. 

The Research Nurse workforce was utilised to work 
alongside the trainee network South West Anaesthetic 
Research Matrix (SWARM) to ensure as many patients as 
possible were recruited  and data was collected in a timely 
manner. 

Over the seven day period PHNT recruited 179 patients to 
this study , double the amount that was originally predicted. 
The six SWARM centres contributed an aggregate of 522 
patients, half the total UK recruitment. This was the first 
time this type of large study had been carried out within 
this Trust and lessons were learnt which can be translated to 
other observational studies of this type in the future. 

LAS VEGAS: Local Assessment of Ventilatory Management During General Anaesthesia for Surgery and effects on Postoperative Pulmonary Complications 

www.ukswarm.com 

What Worked Well What Didn’t Work So Well 

Research Nurses vs Research Ninjas 

Methods 

Data Collection Outcomes 

The plan was well organised and instructions 

were well defined and easy to follow. I knew 

where I should be and who I should approach. 

It was the first time I worked with 

others from R&D and was 

immediately impressed by the 

team approach and attitude. 

Many thanks to all staff who worked on this study to make it a success 


